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controversy over New Haven and the "uncomfor-
table debates'* regarding the title to the Nar-
ragansett territory. Massachusetts wrote to Con-
necticut in 1662, "We cannot a little wonder at
your proceeding so suddenly to extend your author-
ity to the trouble of your friends and confederates";
to which Connecticut replied, hoping that Massa-
chusetts would stop laying further temptations
before "our subjects at Mistack of disobedience
to this government." The matter was debated for
many years,,and it was not until 1672 that Mas-
sachusetts recognized Connecticut's title under
the charter and yielded, not because it thought
the claim just but because "'it was judged by us
more dangerous to the common cause of New
England to oppose than by our forbearance and
yielding to endeavour to prevent a mischief to
us both."

In Rhode Island conditions were equally un-
settled, for the inhabitants of the border towns did
not know certainly in what colony they were sit-
uated or what authority to recognize; and though
these doubts affected but little the daily life of the
farmer, they did affect the title to his lands and
the payment of his taxes, and threw suspicion
upon all legal processes and transactions. The